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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, KS 

SUBJECT: KIM TAE-CHUNG GOES ON HUNGER STRIKE 

1 . MYONGDONG PRISONER KIM TAE-CHUNG BEGAN HUNGER STRIKE ON 
SEPTEMBER 5. STRIKE EVIDENTLY TOUCHED OFF BY TRANSFER OF 
KIM FROM ONE ROOM OF SNU HOSPITAL TO ANOTHER. 

2. A STATEMENT WAS ISSUED IN KIM'S NAME WHICH LISTED 
THREE BASIC DEMANDS: A) IMMEDIATE RETURN TO PRISON; 

B) FREEDOM TO RECEIVE ALL TYPES OF READING MATERIALS, TO 
WRITE AND RECEIVE LETTERS FREELY, AND TO RECEIVE VISITS 
FROM ALL RELATIVES AND FRIENDS; C) CESSATION OF ROKG 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST AND PERSECUTION OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, 
STATEMENT CHARGED THAT ROKG IS FORCIBLY DETAINING KIM IN 
HOSPITAL ALTHOUGH HE IS NOT RECEIVING MEDICAL TREATMENT 
THERE. IT ALSO NOTED THAT KIM WAS SUFFERING DUE TO LACK 
OF EXERCISE AND SUNLIGHT. 

3. FORMER MYONGDONG DEFENDANTS ALSO ISSUED STATEMENT 
CALLING FOR RELEASE OF KIM AND ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
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KNCC HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION REPORTS THAT IT HAS RECEIVED 
WORD THAT PEOPLE IN WEST GERMANY. JAPAN AND THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE ALREADY JOINED HUNGER STRIKE IN 
SYMPATHY WITH KIM’S DEMANDS. 

4. ON DAY BEFORE START OF HUNGER STRIKE, ONE OF KIM 
TAE-CHUNG S SECRETARIES INFORMED EMBOFF THAT KIM WAS 
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ENJOYING EXCELLENT HEALTH, THAT MR. KIM VISITED HIM 
TWICE A DAY BRINGING HOME-COOKED MEALS TO HIM FOR LUNCH 
AND SUPPER. SECRETARY NOTED THAT KIM'S CIRCLE HAD 
BEEN INFORMED THAT NEW ROOM HAD BEEN PREPARED FOR KIM 
AND THAT THEY FELT THIS WAS SIGN THAT ROKG PLANNED 
TO HOLD KIM INDEIFINITELY. HOWEVER, SNU HOSPITAL IS 
PREPARING TO MOVE TO NEW BUILDING, AND IT MAY BE THAT 
TRANSFER OF KIM TO NEW ROOM RELATED TO PREPARATIONS FOR 
MOVE OF HOSPITAL AS A WHOLE.EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW 
DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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